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OUR STORY

TBP Agency is a department of The Israeli Association of Book Publishers 
Ltd. (TBPAI).  

TBPAI is the "voice" of Israel's book industry. It runs the yearly "Hebrew 
Book Week" (a national event in multiple cities which draws over 200,000 
visitors a year) and lobbies for the publishing industry.

TBP Agency has been selling rights into the Israeli market since 1980, 
representing the world’s leading publishers and agents in the Israeli market.  

In 2022, we launched our international department with a catalog of the 
best in Israeli books for children, and at Frankfurt 2022, we launched our 
first titles for the adult market. 

We are excited to bring the best in Israeli literature to readers throughout 
the world. We represent only books we truly love and believe will succeed 
in other markets!

Our close relationships with Israeli publishers, as well as our deep 
understanding of the Israeli book market, and experienced, service-oriented 
team make us the leading partner in Israel for publishers and agencies 
around the globe.

CONTACT US

Mickey Chesla
Children's Rights

mickey@tbpai.co.il
tbp-agency.com



Nadav Nachmany was born in Tiberias next to the Sea of Galilee. Inspired by Disney 
animation, Nadav grew up dreaming of becoming an animator. He later studied animation at 
Bezalel Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Jerusalem and started working as an animator, 
developing short films and music videos for Israel's top musicians. In his free time, Nadav 
started to create a personal web-comic about his life, featuring a very simple blue character. 
The comic gained thousands of followers and became blue kid.

 Middle Grade and First Readers/ Ages 6-10

Blue Kid lives in a boring lakeside town and is always looking for adventure. When the 
kids at school are captivated by another kid's pet rabbit (who cares about a silly rabbit 
anyway??) a pet dog seems like the perfect antidote. But true friendship takes work. 
Does blue kid have what it takes?

Based on his childhood in Tiberias, Nadav Nachmani created a warm, funny story, 
with a character kids love. The perfect introduction to comics and reading for kids.

Publisher: Kinneret Zmora Bitan
Year of Publication: 2022
Rights available: World rights

Your Kids Will Fall in Love with This Comics 

Nadav Nachmani succeeded beyond all expectations with his first book, 
Blue Kid...Through one blue kid, and characters each of whom is illustrated in a 
different color, Nachmani wins the hearts of his readers, and not those at the first 
reader stage but rather all young fans of comics."
Adi Rubinstein, Israel Today Daily

THE BLUE KID graphic novel (book 1 in a series)

Author and illustrator | Nadav Nachmani  



                              Middle Grade and First Readers/ Ages 8-12

Diary of a Shark Catcher tells the tale of one pivotal and eventful summer in the life 
of Gal, who sets out to solve the riddle of her father's disappearance. She runs away 
from home and joins the scuba crew at the Underwater Observatory in Eilat. As the 
only girl on the team, Gal struggles to be accepted as an equal. 

She learns about the strange and wondrous secrets of the underwater world, 
befriends an injured stingray and dives into the deep to capture sharks for the 
Observatory. Little by little, she uncovers details of her father's story. 

The book is laid out like Gal's diary, with her illustrations accompanying the text.

Publisher: Asia (Israel)
Rights available: World rights 

DIARY OF A SHARK CATCHER (graphic novel)

Author and illustrator | Orit Bergman   

As an author-illustrator, Bergman shows again that she excels at both arts. The story 
is believable and engaging, and sweeps the reader up... The insights on the marine 
world are original and interesting, especially as the story also deals in common 
themes in children's literature: the search for a lost father, a complex relationship 
with the mother, a teen trying to prove her worth in a new environment and the 
process of growing up."
Yotam Schwimmer, YNET 

Orit Bergman was born in Jerusalem and lives and works in Kerem Maharal, Israel. She writes 
and illustrates children’s books, adapts her stories to the theater and frequently meets children 
across the country. Her books were published in Israel, France, China and the USA. She 
studied at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in Jerusalem where she now heads the 
illustration department.



Inna Eizenberg is an author, playwright, translator and dramaturg. She emigrated from her native 
Russia in 1990 and grew up in Beersheba, Israel. Eizenberg holds an MFA in Dramaturgy from Tel 
Aviv University. Her play “My Book of Faces” won Best Play in the Acre Theatre festival in 2013, 
was translated to various languages and produced in Europe and the UK. Get out of the car is her 
third novel, for which she won the Rubinstein grant for support of original works. 

                              YA/Crossover/Young Adult                              YA / Crossover / New Adult 

Nina's  coming of age story begins in 1984 in Russia, takes us through summers at 
Nina’s grandmother’s little house in the Ukraine and then her immigration to Israel’s 
dusty desert city of Beersheba in the 1990’s.

At the heart of get out of the car are three women – creative little Nina, her brave 
pianist mother who takes charge of this small family’s immigration journey and her 
widowed grandmother, a chemist with a sharp mind and original sense of humor. 

This is a world without men, a planet, on which women grow and support one 
another through life’s difficulties, with caring and lots of humor.
Eizenberg's insightful, moving, and downright funny prose makes Get out of the car 
a joy to read.

Publisher: Pardes
Year of publication: 2021
Rights available: World rights 

Get out of the car, an Enjoyable, Surprising 
Novel on an Immigrant Experience of a 
Journey from Russia to Israel"

Eizenberg’s writing is full of all things 
good, small verbal pearls that shine in their 
naturalness and fill the reader with bursts of 
pleasure. How beautifully she describes little 
episodes and shreds of childhood memories, 
each a world in its own. Eizenberg's writing is 
like something precious that is able to catch 
amorphous sensations, unexplained and 
undefinable, and to give them a voice.
Yaron Fried, Maariv

The author succeeds in delving into the 
depths of her characters’ emotions, and 
the book is spellbinding to the last page. 
I recommend it as a must-read not just 
for young people, but for their families."
Noga Meron, author of over forty books 
for children and adults.

Get Out of The Car literary fiction

Author | Inna Eizenberg 

What if you found your soul mate, but they were the wrong sex for you? 

Yami and Shatz arrive to their first year of college from opposite sides of the 
proverbial tracks. Yami is the golden boy, from a loving, well-off family, brimming 
with enthusiasm for scientific breakthroughs and life. Shatz, dark, brooding and 
unbelievably beautiful, arrives saddled with years of neglect, struggling to build self-
confidence to match his academic brilliance. 
Together they struggle to navigate academic politics and find their voice. But when 
their closeness deepens, each of them must face tough questions: Is it possible to 
fall in love with someone even though it goes against your sexual orientation?  What 
sacrifice can you ask of the person you love? 

The hidden variable pulls readers into a gripping tale of gay romance and sex, while 
also exploring deeper questions of sexual orientation, socioeconomic inequality, 
complex family dynamics and more. The result is a book that’s both a great read, but 
also thought provoking.

Gali Weinreb has been the science correspondent at leading Israeli newspaper Globes for 
the past 15 years. She studied at Tel Aviv University’s prestigious Adi Lautman Program for 
Outstanding Student. She lives in Tel Aviv with her husband and two daughters, and thinks 
science communication is sexy.

Publisher: Korim
Rights available: World rights 

The Hidden Variable Queer Romance

Author | Gali Weinreb



Ilana Zeffren is an Israeli comics artist living in Tel Aviv. For the past several years her cartoon 
column, 'Petting Corner', has been published weekly in "Haaretz" newspaper, and stars her 
two cats. Collections of those cartoons have been published in 2015 and 2017. In 2005 she 
published "Pink Story" - a graphic novel telling the story of the LGBT community in Israel 
through the events of her own life-story. 

                              Picture Book/ AGES 4-8                              Picture Book/ AGES 5+

Being short can be a real pain - it's hard to see the stage at shows, the teacher 
makes you sit up front and other kids sometimes laugh at you. But as the heroine of 
SHORTY discovers, there can be advantages too. Along the way, she discovers her 
own imagination and creative powers. 

Publisher: Tal-Mai in conjunction with Keter Modan
Year of Publication: 2022
Rights available: World rights

The author and comics artist Ilana Zeffren 
succeeds in creating a wonderful story, which 
brings a smile and is easy to relate to, in a book 
about the power of the imagination to bring us 
to new heights and find hidden opportunities... 
suitable as a first reader and also for kids to be 
read to.”   
hamigdalor (lighthouse) book reviews

SHORTY 
Author and illustrator | Ilana Zeffren 

Galilea's magic hat takes her to the tallest place in the world, the hottest, the most 
noisy and the most dry… but at the end of the journey the hat will take Galilea back to 
her favorite place – home.

The book's epilogue includes fun facts about the "mostest" places in the world. 

Naama Lahav is an illustrator of children's books, for newspapers apps and web.  
She lives and works in Jerusalem. Galilea is her first book.

Photo credit: Yehudit Sitboim

Publisher: Am Oved
Year of Publication: 2021
Rights available: World rights

In a rich and borderless journey Galilea 
discovers the most important secret: 
the internal journey. Does she miss her 
brother? Is she worried about him? Is 
she curious and maybe a little envious 
of his journey? The text gives room to all 
these feelings and lets the young reader 
discover on their own."
Judges' reflection on the Bernstein Prize 
for Children's Books 2022

GALILEA
Author and illustrator | Na'ama Lahav 

Winner of the 2021 Bernstein 
Prize for Children's Literature



Ray & Twinkle are two friendly little gnomes who live inside our bodies. 
When night comes, they travel from the tips of our toes through the body to the top 
of our heads, spreading golden night sprinkles from their big fluffy bag.

Ray & Twinkle takes the well-known Body Scan method of mindfulness meditation 
and turns it into a wonderful picture book for children, bringing them gently into 
sleep, and introducing them to the wonderful world of mindfulness in a natural, 
engaging way.

Author Rona Exterman is mom 
to two girls who don't fall asleep 
easily.  She is also a speech 
therapist and yoga instructor.
Ray & Twinkle is her first book.

Inbal Leitner is an illustrator and art 
and illustration instructor. She lives 
with her family in Cambridge, U.K.

Photography: Yair Perry

Publisher: Hakibutz Hameuchad 
Year of Publication: 2022
Rights available: World rights

I fell in love with Ray & Twinkle, the story of two gnomes who help children fall 
asleep. In addition to the calming effect of the book on the child and parent, the book 
promotes a connection between parents and children, and the child's connection to 
his or her own body. Inbal Leitner illustrated the book beautifully."
Lihi Lapid, author and Israel's former first lady

Ray & Twinkle – The Good Night Gnomes 
Author | Rona Exterman, Illustrator | Inbal Leitner

                              
AGES 2+                              Picture Book/ AGES 2-5

Devora Busheri is an author, editor and 
translator of children's books. She has 
written 12 picture books, four of which 
have been translated into English and 
Spanish. Devora’s  four children provide 
endless inspiration for new stories. 

Publisher: Kinneret Zmora Bitan
Year of Publication: 2022
Rights available: World rights

A cute book for little kids which begins with Gili, a 
girl playing on her own on a tire swing. Gili is having 
a great time on the swing when Sophie comes by, 
and Gili understands that in order to play together, 
they need to find a new game – what do they do? 
Find a bigger swing. From page to page another 
friend joins and another.They all find original ways 
to play. A cute book for toddlers with text and 
illustrations that are easy to understand."
Dalit Cohen, Haaretz – 10 new recommended 
books for children

Stories of the Little Building: In the Playground
Author | Devora Busheri,  Illustrator | Noa Kelner

On the tire swing, there is room for two. On the carousel – for three! But here comes 
another boy to play in the park. Where will we play now?
In Stories of the Little Building, we meet Gili and Sophie and their friends, who all live 
in the same apartment complex. Sometimes, they run around in the park, sometimes, 
they play dress-up or make up songs, but they always find an original way to play together.

Noa Kelner was born in 
Jerusalem and completed 
her studies in visual arts at 
Bezalel in 2013. She works 
as an illustrator for books, 
newspapers and magazines.



                              
AGES 4+

HOW I CAME TO BE is a totally different type of "where do babies come from?" book. 
The book is not designed to be read in one sitting, but rather lets parents choose 
the sections that are most relevant for their child's stage of development. Filled with 
humor and empathy, it even tackles subjects like IVF and sperm donations. 
Written by one of Israel's premiere children's books authors, Shoham Smith, with the 
consultation of child psychologist Ruti Ben-Porat, and with engaging illustrations by 
Noam Weiner, the book is told from the perspective of a baby at a press conference. 

Shoham Smith was born in Jerusalem in 1966 and lives in Tel Aviv. Smith has published 
collections of short stories and a number of children's books. She received the Prime Minister's 
Prize (2009), the ACUM Award for Furthering the Publication of Children's Books twice (2011; 
2015), the Devorah Omer Prize for A Treasury of Hebrew Legends for Children (2014) and the 
Lea Goldberg Prize for My Aunt Lea Goldberg (2017). Her children's books were translated and 
published in Germany, France, Britain, Italy, Brazil, China, Korea, Denmark, Romania and the USA. 

Noam Weiner is a Tel-Aviv-born Cologne-based illustrator. She holds a bachelor's degree in 
Visual Communication from the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in Jerusalem.
Her body of work consists of editorial and ad illustration, hand typography, design for motion 
(character design, especially), illustrated children’s books and comics. 

How I Came to Be
Author | Shoham Smith,  Illustrator | Noam Weiner A wonderful children's book that 

explains how babies come to be for 
every age and every type of family, 
with illustrations that succeed in being 
scientifically accurate and (almost) not 
embarrassing.  Don't miss it – sperm 
with swimming caps, sex between 
two puzzle pieces, and pubic hair in its 
natural state!" 
Shiri Tzuk, N12

This book is a wonder, a miracle… I read and laughed and had a blast, without a grain 
of discomfort, and was very sorry I didn't have a book like this as a girl and as a mom, 
but at least I have it as a grandmother."
Atara Ofek, Mitlahevet Blog

Every time a book comes out on this 
topic I look at it bored and ask myself 
"What could possibly be new?" but 
Shoham Smith's book is not like any 
other book in this genre and from the 
moment it came out we can declare it 
an extraordinary success."
Meira Barnea Goldberg, MAKO 

Publisher: Kinnert Zmora Dvir
Year of Publication: 2021
Rights available: World rights 

Prizes and Reviews:
Selected to "11 Recommended Books 
from 2021" by Haaretz newspaper
Winner of the Israel Museum Illustration 
Award 2022 



                              
AGES 3+

Baby sisters can be quite a bother, especially when you’re trying to play a game, or 
explore new lands!  But as this day of pretend exploration proceeds, the big brother in 
this book connects to his baby sister in unexpected ways. 

Kids will love the adventurous story and gorgeous illustrations, while parents will 
connect with the story of how siblings find their way to each other in a loving way.

Noa Kelner was born in Jerusalem and completed her studies in Visual Arts 
at Bezalel in 2013. She works as an illustrator for books, newspapers and 
magazines. She is one of the founders of the “Outline - Illustration and Text in 
Jersualem” festival and serves as its creative director.

Publisher: Agam
Year of Publication: 2019
Rights available: World rights 

I particularly love  children’s 
books written by illustrators. It’s 
true, not every illustrator can also 
write a children’s book, because 
writing for small children is a 
profession (and a sacred one, if 
you ask me) and every word in 
the text is important, just like in 
poetry.  But there are illustrators 
who understand that an 
illustration is worth a thousand 
words, and that sometimes what 
is “not” said and not written next 
to an illustration is a thousand 
times stronger. This is the case 
in the new book A Very Long Day 
- a sensitive book of few words, 
by the artist Noa Kelner.”
Atara Ofek, Hamilahevet Blog

A Very Long Day
Author and illustrator | Noa Kelner 

                              
AGES 3+

A beautiful bedtime story based on the well-known game Simon Says, in which child 
and parent find an imaginative and playful way to say goodbye to the day's activities 
and welcome the peaceful night. All toys are instructed to do as they are told by their 
little master, or else - go to sleep. 

Kids will love the play on a well-loved game Simon Says in which the boy leads his 
toys in the game, as they all get ready for bed.

Publisher: Kinneret Zmora Bitan Dvir, PJ Library
Year of Publication: 2016
Copies sold: 120,000
Rights available: World rights except English 
(Amazon Crossing) and Chinese (Shanghai 
Insight Media).

...Simon Says is a bedtime story about the 
(challenging) wake to sleep passage. Play 
and imagination allow the child to regain 
control. With the help of wonderful humor 
and beautiful illustrations the book deals 
with an issue of interest to both children 
and their parents.” 
Nurit Weissman, Nuritha blog

Orit Bergman was born in Jerusalem and lives and works in Kerem Maharal, Israel. She writes 
and illustrates children’s books, adapts her stories to the theater and frequently meets children 
across the country. Her books were published in Israel, France, China and the USA. She 
studied at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in Jerusalem where she now heads the 
illustration department.

Simon Says
Author and illustrator | Orit Bergman 



                              
AGES 3+

Maya Meitav is an Israeli author, 
graphic designer, day dreamer and 
mother of three boys. She is known 
and loved in Israel for her picture 
books for children as well as her 
YA book series, The Blogger.

Aviel Basil is the winner of The Israel 
Museum Award for Children’s Book 
Illustration 2012. He has illustrated 
over twenty children’s books, for both 
Israel and international publishers. 
He works and lives in Tel-Aviv.

Publisher: Dani Books
Year of Publication: 2016
Copies sold: 64,000
Rights available: World rights and translation
Format: Board book

One of the hardest things to achieve in 
writing for kids is simplicity (a valuable 
thing that is not appreciated enough). This 
is what Maya Meitav was able to do in this 
book. A treasure of a book, chapeau!" 
Atara Ofek, Hamilahevet Blog.

Mommy, What Does This Do?
Author | Maya Meitav,  Illustrator | Aviel Basil

A little boy wants to know "What does this do?" about everything and keeps asking his 
mother. She answers with "nothing" and a brief explanation. But he also has a plan of 
his own for what can be done with the different items he picks up around the house. 

Kids and parents will identify with this familiar question-answer interaction and the 
sweet relationship between a creative little boy and his mom.

                              
AGES 2+

When Kingeroo wakes from his royal sleep, he finds that all his books, his toys, 
even his breakfast, is tainted by black stains! How COULD the servants have let this 
happen? Or perhaps he just needs his glasses cleaned?

Kids will delight in the story of this haughty little king.

Ora Eitan is well known for her many illustrated books for children, including No Milk and 
Sun Is Falling, Night Is Calling. Ms. Eitan, who has been nominated for the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award, lives in Jerusalem. 

Year of Publication: 2019
Publisher: Am Oved Publishers
Rights available: World rights and translation

Ora Eitan's new book 'Kingeroo' is a treasure 
of rare beauty… Kingeroo is a masterpiece 
– of story, text, and wonderful illustrations, 
that are free and intuitive… perfect."
Ofra  Rodner, Ha'aretz

Kingaroo
Author and Illustrator | Ora Eitan



                              
AGES 2+

The books are written as dialog, no narrator 
and no stage directions, so there's an 
element of comics in this series, with the 
characters' facial expressions and the 
natural directness of children…the Toto 
books are simply sweet."
Racheli Rotner, Mako
 

Publisher: Kinneret Zmora Bitan Dvir
Year of Publication: 
Strawberry Ice Cream - 2019   
Mine- 2020   
Hide and Seek- 2021
Rights available: World rights except 
Chinese/Star-Forest books
Copies sold: 30,000 (total)
Format: Board book

Orit Bergman was born in Jerusalem and lives and works in Kerem Maharal, Israel. She writes 
and illustrates children’s books, adapts her stories to the theater and frequently meets children 
across the country. Her books were published in Israel, France, China and the USA. She 
studied at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design in Jerusalem where she now heads the 
illustration department.

Toto and Friends
Author and illustrator | Orit Bergman 

Sweet Toto and his friends joyfully discover things like sharing, friendship and fun, in 
these three delightful board books: Mine, Hide & Seek and Strawberry Ice Cream.

                              
AGES 5+

An innovative series for beginner readers designed for reading together. The simple text 
in the comics bubbles is read by kids and the rest of the story by adults. The stories are 
based on the spirited character of Roni Macaroni, a girl full of pizzaz & humor. 

Kids will love the relatable stories of Roni’s dealing with friendship troubles at school, 
navigating after-school activities with her parents and more. Parents will delight in 
seeing their kids’ reading improve!

Dr. Miri Rosovsky is an author, editor and publisher. She has published five novels and seven 
books for children. Her bestsellers include the novels The Same Love, Almost and Once 
in a Lifetime as well as the Roni Macaroni series. Her short stories are featured in various 
anthologies in France and Portugal.

Merav Salomon (Roni Macaroni Meets A Frog, Roni Macaroni and Grandpa Eliezer, Roni 
Macaroni on a Saturday Morning) is an international Illustrator, professor and founder of 
Salomon & Daughters books, Winner of Gold Medal for Best Illustrated Book UK Association of 
Illustrators, the CA magazine Illustration Annual Excellence Award, the Society of Illustrators NY 
55th Illustration Annual Gold Medal and Israel’s Ministry of Culture Best Designer Award.

Shahar Kober is an Israeli illustrator and illustration teacher with dozens of books, newspapers, 
magazines, and animated films on his record.  When Shahar doesn't illustrate, he enjoys the 
outdoors, taking care of his small garden and discovering new little illustratable insect friends.

Publisher: Kinneret Zmora Bitan Dvir
Years of Publication: Roni Macaroni Meets A Frog 2005
Roni Macaroni and Grandpa Eliezer 2005
Roni Macaroni on a Saturday Morning 2006
Roni Macaroni Won't Go With the Gang 2010
Copies sold: over 12,000 of the series in total
Rights available: World rights 
Format: Comics first reader

A new genre has been developing, 
wrapping up the postmodern experience 
of family. This ironic, smiling and winking 
point of view allows a new approach to 
books for children.”
Renana Green, DafDaf

Roni Macaroni
Author | Miri Rosovsky,  Illustrators | Merav Salomon, Shahar Kober
  



Selected Backlist

Gili is a collector. He keeps his treasures in his 
pockets, where you can find coils, screws, rocks, pine 
cones and wheels. Or at least that’s what his Mom 
thinks. With Gili, a coil is never just a coil and the 
things he hides in his pockets often open the door to 
new adventures. Kids will identify with Gili’s collection 
hobby, and his creativity and relationship with his 
mom will touch both parents and kids.

Gili’s Pockets
Author | Iris Argaman,  Illustrator | Aya Gordon Noy

Grandpa, Morris and Me is a heartwarming story 
about a loving relationship between a boy and his 
grandfather. When the time comes to say goodbye, 
the ever-expanding sea of love is already so vast that 
we have no doubt that grandpa will always live on in 
the boy's memories and heart.

Grandpa, Morris and Me
Author | Miri Chanoch,  Illustrator | Bernat Muntés

Oogbo is a classic story in which a little girl pretends 
that her chair is a dog. The story is brilliant in its 
simplicity and the way it connects to the imaginary 
games played by children.  

Oogbo
Author and illustrator | Ora Eyal

Who of us hasn't wondered what our pet does when 
we're not home? 
When the family in this book leaves for work and 
school each morning, Seymour the dog stays home 
alone. But what his owners don't know is he's actually 
having quite a blast with his friends. 

Poor Seymour
Author and illustrator | Orit Bergman 

A charming play-book that is a must-have in every 
Israeli household with children. A story that turns every 
finger into an actor, with the troupe of finger puppets 
happily staging a show about the search for the 
missing Miss Pinky, while learning all about fingers.

*A set of finger puppets is included in each book

Where, Oh Where Is Miss Pinky?
Author | Shula Modan,  Illustrator | Alona Frankel

Whiteboard Marker Gone Wild 
Author and Illustrator | Dudi Shamai

Whiteboard Marker Gone Wild makes learning to 
draw fun and funny.  Humorous figures and clear 
directions will give kids a first taste of drawing and 
open up their creativity for more.
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